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      Pastor’s Pen       
     

24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye 
see the day approaching.    
Hebrews 10:24-25       King James Version 

 

As summer arrives here in Fairfield Bay, many 
of us look forward to the beauty and joy that 
comes with this season. Families and friends 
will gather at Greers Ferry Lake for boating, 
fishing, swimming, cookouts, and quiet 
evenings by the water. Summer often gives us 
opportunities to slow down a bit, spend time 
outdoors, and reconnect with the people and 
places we love. 
 
In the life of the church, we are now entering 
what is called Ordinary Time. While the name 
may sound plain, Ordinary Time is anything 
but ordinary. It is the season in which we focus 
on growing as disciples in the everyday 
rhythms of life. It is a time for learning, serving, 
praying, and following Christ faithfully in the 
ordinary moments that shape our lives. 
Throughout the summer months, we will 
primarily be reading from the Gospel of 
Matthew as we listen to Jesus’ teachings, 
parables, and call to faithful living. 
 
Our summer ministries and fellowship 
opportunities will continue as well. We will 
continue our The Chosen watch party each 
Monday evening at 5:00 p.m. as we gather for 
fellowship and conversation around this 
powerful portrayal of the life and ministry of 
Jesus. We will also continue Sunday 
School/Bible Study throughout the summer at 

9:00 a.m. in the Parlor, where we are focusing 
on prayer and how prayer shapes our 
relationship with God and one another. 
 
As always, thank you for all that you continue 
to do for the Kirk. Your faithfulness, kindness, 
generosity, and willingness to serve make a 
difference in the life of our church and 
community. I am grateful for each of you, and 
I am proud to walk beside all my brothers and 
sisters in Christ as we continue this journey 
together. 
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor James 
 

           
 
 Care receivers often need  support to cope 
with the grief, loss of independence, and fear 
tied to a new health reality. Caregivers 
urgently need it to prevent severe burnout and 
sustain their ability to provide care. 
Caregivers and care receivers meet with 
church volunteers at 11:00 a.m. on the fourth 
Saturday of each month to   share advice   and 
experiences, seek emotional support,   and 
enjoy activities together, allowing them a 
break from daily responsibilities.  
 
Most importantly, they are reminded that they 
do not face these challenges alone. By 
exchanging stories and offering 
encouragement, they have the opportunity to 
build lasting friendships and a sense of 
community with others who understand their 
journey.   



 
 
The Session met on May 11, 2026.  Pastor 
Jim shared prayer concerns for several 
members. The Alzheimer’s/Dementia support 
meeting went well, with five attending, 
including three caregivers. Season 5 of “The 
Chosen” began with ten attendees. Grant 
Worden joined as our newest member on 
April 19, 2026. Passing of the peace resumed 
on May 10 with fist bumps to help reduce 
germs. Pastor Jim will be on vacation June 21 
and 28, 2026. 
 
An increase in  general fund donations was 
reported. There was no change in the KMC 
bank balance. Three recent power outages 
were caused by squirrel-damaged wiring, and 
the A/V team discovered the Activity Center 
equipment does not run on generator power 
and plans to fix it. The maintenance team 
continues to address leaks on the east and 
south sides of the sanctuary; the areas have 
been caulked, but interior repairs are still 
needed. Wayne’s request to use up to $5,000 
for maintenance from custodial funds was 
approved. A thank-you letter was received 
from  Presbytery for the Christmas Joy 
offering. Elder Otis reported the Men’s Club 
had discussed a possible recommendation for 
reconfiguration of screens in the sanctuary.   
Rev. Dr. Bob Hadley will lead services while 
Pastor Jim is on vacation on June 21 and 28. 
 
Several members of the community think that 
the Kirk is an approved tornado shelter.  We 
are NOT an approved shelter.  We are a 
disaster recovery center for after a tornado or 
other emergency, assuming our facilities are 
intact at that point.  
Skip Davis, Clerk of Session 

 

stewardship 
It’s finally summer! A time for all of us to relax 
and grab much-needed rest and relaxation.  
Vacations and weekend getaways may keep 
you away from church, but our congregation 
is still bustling with activity, and bills never 
take a holiday.  
Our Kirk Stewardship Committee doesn’t 
often focus on the church budget or stress the 
need for the congregation’s financial 
engagement, choosing instead to largely 
highlight the time and talent aspects of 
stewardship.  But I think we all know that it’s 
enormously helpful to the congregation’s 
balance sheet if your gifts, tithes and offerings 
continue to come in regularly, even if you are 
away. All of us can get ultra busy with family, 
friends, leisure time and travel during the 
summer months so here are some ideas to 
prepare to continue to support the Kirk during 
your absence. 

• Pay in advance before your holidays. 

• Make up missed offerings once you 

return. 

• Prepare giving envelopes ahead of time 

and bring them when convenient. 

• Use your bank’s online bill pay to 

schedule contributions directly. 

• Give monthly or quarterly if your 

attendance varies. 

Of course, these methods are beneficial not 
only for the summer months, but also for the 
whole year through. Those who embrace 
giving as a spiritual discipline often find that 
their lives of faith are enriched and their sense 
of joy and fulfillment is deepened. Choosing a 
regular-giving strategy can help you to 
discover the joys of generosity.  
Wayne Slaughter, Stewardship Elder 

 

 

 



 
 

Summer has arrived!  
The Paraments of deep, rich purple; brilliant, 
sparkling white and then just a touch of vibrant 
red give way to renewing green. In the 
Christian year, this is “ordinary” time, but it is 
represented by green—the color of growth. 
So, (Mary, Mary, quite contrary) how does 
your garden of faith grow? How about reading 
scripture, attending church services, spending 
time in prayer, maybe check out that new 
Sunday School class? Or even a quiet, 
contemplating walk in nature.  
Opportunities for growth abound. We just 
need to be open to them. 
May you continue on your own path of growth 
this summer! 
Karen Ostlund, Worship Elder 

 

Financial Report 
 

Financial revenue in April 2026 was 
$31,095.00. Revenue increased during the 
month by $20,734.02 due to increased 
contributions to the General Fund. Church 
expenses during the month were $9,358.52. 
Expenses during the month increased by 
$674.51 when compared to March 2026. 
Exceptional expenses for the month included 
electrical usage, general maintenance 
repairs, and grounds maintenance. Kirk’s 
investment account increased by $15,188.62 
in April due to stock market gains. 
 
Kirk continues to maintain two bank accounts 
and three Certificate of Deposit accounts with 
Eagle Bank in Fairfield Bay. In addition, the 
Kirk holds a Mutual Fund Investment account 
through the Presbyterian Foundation. 
Wayne Slaughter, Finance Elder 

 

   2026 KIRK FINANCIAL CORNER 
                     APRIL              Year to date  
Revenue    $31,095.00         $55,623.47 
Expenses   $  9,358.52          $41,324.71  
Net         $21,736.48     $14,298.76 

NOTES FROM THE TOOLROOM 
Things have been exciting and 
challenging around here recently.  We 

had a squirrel nearly cancel the church service 
one Sunday morning.   The decision was made to 
hold the service even without power, but 
fortunately power was restored a few minutes 
prior to the beginning of service.  Sadly, the 
squirrel did not survive its encounter with high 
voltage, and was unable to attend. 
We are in the process of finding roof leaks.  You 
may have noticed the holes in the drywall on the 
south stairway to the choir loft.  We have 
discovered some water damaged wood behind 
the water damaged drywall.  That leak was 
caused by bad caulking on the slanted windows.   
The caulking has now been replaced, which did 
stop the leak at that point.  However, it did not stop 
the leak into the Parlor area.  Further investigation 
is forthcoming to try to find that leak.   
The loose metal on the roof peak has been 
secured.  You shouldn’t hear it banging around 
during the service anymore. 
You may also have noticed that some of the lights 
in the sanctuary are not lit.  It has been 
determined that the ballasts in the fluorescent 
fixtures are going bad ( old age ).  I am 
investigating removal of the old ballasts and 
converting to LED replacement bulbs.  The old 
style fluorescent bulbs are being phased out 
because of the mercury vapor in them and are 
very expensive.  This will not be an easy job, the 
upper section of lights is 30 feet up, which 
presents a difficult, and probably expensive, 
problem to reach and work on.   
The AC unit in the office area kicked out the circuit 
breaker.  We replaced a capacitor that was weak 
and it is running now.  Hope that takes care of the 
issue. 
I know some people are discouraged about the 
number of problems that need to be addressed 
with our church.  We have to realize that it is 
aging, like we all are, and is just going to need 
more TLC.  In many cases though, the tough 
decision is whether to put a Band-Aid on it, or 
perform surgery and fix it.   
Lastly, the Kirk of the Hills sign, to the right of the 
entrance, has received a little face lift.  I sanded, 
stained and sealed the wooded frame.  Hope you 
like it.  I also enclosed the back side with screen 
to prevent wasp nests, had to remove several 
active nests when I took it off the wall.  
Fortunately, no stings! 
Ken Ostlund, Maintenance 



JUNE VOLUNTEERS 

 
 

Ushers 
6-7 Kay Otis & Kathy Horner 

6-14 Mary Davis & Nancy Mueller 

6-21 Kay Otis & Wayne Slaughter 

6-28 Nancy Mueller & ?*  2nd usher will be me or 

Karen, if no one else signs up 

 

Liturgists 

6-7 Brian Horner 

6-14 Greg Staton 

6-21 Becky Staton  

6-28 Brian Horner 

 

Fellowship 
 6-7  ? 

6-14 Men’s Club 

6-21 Becky & Greg Staton 

6-28 Nancy Mueller 

 

Flowers 
6/7  ? 

6/14  Ben Traylor for Dianne’s Birthday 

6/21 Traylor ? 
 

 
 

                        June 
  

July 

7/2 Ingram & Mary Philips 

7/3 Bob & Vicky Bickers 

7/17 Jim & Melanie Kennedy 

August 

8/11  Wayne & Betsy Slaughter 

    8/19  Carolyn Cloud & Albert Diles 

            8/21  Janice & Jerry Thompson 

            8/30 Becky & Greg Staton 

 

 

 
CHURCH Calendar 

 
6/3    Men’s Club 8:30 Upper Room 

6/6    D-Day remembrance 

6/8    Session 9 Upper Room 

6/9    Community Fund 2:30 Upper Room 

6/13  Sharon Luxon Memorial 11:00 am 

6/14  Flag Day 

6/19  Juneteenth 

6/21 Father’s Day 

6/25 Friend’s meet 

6/27 Caregiver/Receiver Support Group 

7/3   Office closed for Independence Day 

7/4  Independence Day 
 
 
 
 

 

June 
6/1 Nancy Mueller 
6/4 Sharon Yates 
6/8 Linda Lautigar 

6/10 Jerry Thompson 
6/12 Becky Staton 

6/16 Dianne Traylor 
6/26 Doug Young 

July 
7/9 Patti Leitner 

7/18 Vicky Bickers 
7/22 Mary Davis 

 

August 
8/17 Ken Ostlund 
8/22 Eddie Smith 
8/26 Mary Philips 
8/30 Greg Staton 

 


